
Learning Strategy of the Week: 
Critical Vocabulary/Verbs



Critical vocabulary/verbs are the key words and 
verbs that help us understand what is being asked… 
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If we understand exactly 
what we are being asked 

to do, we can answer 
more effectively and give 

better, more focused 
responses!
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•Why are 
verbs so 
critical?
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These are some on the most common critical 
verbs/vocabulary you will see every day
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Put simply…
If I understand the words of the question 

exactly, I can understand the question and 
then I can give the best answer
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• How to use it:

1. Look closely at the question/task

2. Underline the critical verb – the key verb e.g. 
describe/name/explain
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Q: Explain how Romeo feels when he finds out that Juliet is 
a Capulet?

What does the word “explain” mean? Talk about in detail, 
give examples…



• How to use it:

3. Think about what exactly does that critical 
verb want you to do…be specific

4. Thinking about what the critical verb is asking, 
answer the question
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Be Careful…

• Sometimes we might think 
we understand what a 
word/questions means…be 
clear, ask your teacher!
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The critical thing about critical
vocabulary and verbs is to be 
AWARE of them!

Watch out and take note every 
time you meet a critical verb!
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1. Name the parts of 
your uniform

2. Describe the parts of 
your uniform

3. Analyse the parts of 
your uniform

Think about the difference in these questions:

The different critical verb makes all the difference 
to the question and therefore, your answer!
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Learning Strategy of 
the Week: 

Critical 
Vocabulary/Verbs: 
Junior Cycle Science
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Vocabulary/Verbs: 

Junior Cycle 
Geography



Learning Strategy of 
the Week: 

Critical 
Vocabulary/Verbs: 

Junior Cycle 
Business Studies
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Vocabulary/Verbs: 

Junior Cycle 
Music
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Junior Cycle 
Home Economics



• Great to:
–Better understand what 

each question. 

–Create better answers When 
you understand the words, 
you can understand and 
ANSWER the question

– Feel comfortable with 

answering

–Become familiar with words 
that require higher order 
thinking skills

–Relieve test worry

–Achieve better on tests 
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Critical 
Vocabulary/Verbs 

link to Bloom’s 
Taxonomy
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