
Learning Strategy of the Week: 
Success Criteria

I Must
I should

I Could



• This is a strategy that helps you realise what 
great work looks like and shows you how you 
can make your work great!

• In JTBCS, we use the success criteria model of...
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• How to use it:

Think about...

– What MUST be in your answer? These are the key 
things

– What SHOULD be in your answer? These are extra 
things that should be there to make your answer 
better

– What COULD be in your answer? What could you 
put in to make your answer the best it can be ?
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In other words, what is 
needed to make your 

answers...

MUST Good    

SHOULD Better   

COULD Great   



• Great for:
– Knowing what to put into an answer/project 

before you start writing/working

– Reflecting on your answer as you work on it or 
after you have finished – how will I make it better?

– Checking that you have added everything that is 
needed. 

– Letting the teacher know how you are getting on

– Deepen and improve your learning
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Using success criteria is a great way to self 
assess - to look at your work yourself, see what 

needs work and improve it yourself.

Success criteria are important to know what is 
expected of you so you can be successful!
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Success Criteria for a class presentation...
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Success Criteria for an drama project...
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Keep improving your response by adding a little extra 
on each draft
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There are lots of formats you can use...pick the one 
that works for you – see your journal
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Success Criteria work great when used with the number line...

Where are you on the line with your answer...how do you work 
up the line?
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We all think differently... 

Knowing how you think can help you learn


