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*In life, we meet many
different words.

* One way we can look at
words is to think about
them as different tiers
depending on how difficult
they are or how they are
used...
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Tier 3 Specific, more difficult words —
linked to a specific subject EXPERT
WORDS

Tier 2 More complicated, useful words
EDUATED WORDS

Tier 1 Every day words, simple and basic
EVERYDAY WORDS
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The Three-Tier System

Tier One Basic words that most students
know or can know with simple

Everyday Words INstruction

Tier Two Frequently occurring words, words

that students have a working
concept of or words that would
FAveated Words - enhance their communication

Tier Three Specialized words that tend to only
be used In specific contexts

Expecr Werds educators
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'\ biotic. abiotic. ecusystem. environmemnmt. terrarium.
germinate. photosymthesis. acute. geometric
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"2 in.out. nhouse. dog. cat. blue. yellow. flower . book
girl . run . house . sad . car . go . animal .
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Two tier words
* How to use it:

—Look at the words/vocab you are using G5 ?_j"g‘,:_:;\ a2l
— could you add a tier two word? '

* Great for:
— Helping you to understand a text

— Breaking down the type of words you
use

— Improving your writing/reading \_/
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Low-frequency
words/context-
*), specific vocabulary

Words to Teach:
high-frequency,
high utility

Sasic, everyday,
familiar words
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I[m blog.maketaketeach.com |

Vocabulary Instruction
Choosing Words to Teach

Tier 111

Tier

"domain”.

I wwords are low-frequency words and are limited to a specific

They often pertan to a specific content area. These words are

best learned within th e context of the lesson or subject matter.
Erxgmples, aform, molecuwle, maelaymonpiic, sedimenians, confinagnt

Tier 11

Tier Il words are high-frequency words that occur across contexts.
These words are used byw mature language users and arse more
Carmmaoan N weiritin g than in everydaywy spesech . Tier |l words are
important for students to know to enhance comprehension of a
selected text. Tier Il words the best words for targeted explicit
wocabulary instruction .

Exarnples: hilariows, endure, despise, arrange, compare, contrast

[ 3
Tier 1
Tier | words are the words we use everydayw
speach . These words are tywpically leamed through

Conwersation . These are comimon words that rarely
recuire direct instruction .

Examples caome, see, hapioy fable

in ol

Source: Bringing Words To Life (Beck, Mok eown, & Kucan Z0O02)
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bicameral, two-house, dual,

what are other bilateral, bipartite, dualistic,
words for split-level, twin-tier,
two-tier? twin-level, two-level

-
"

Bl Thesaurus.plus
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TARL

(\ The empty weight of
N\

any container (used for |

weight measurements)./

&6

TEAR/S

A drop of Lliquid -

Rows or layers of -
thatcomes out something arranged in |

of the eyes. 9 9 " \ Sk order.
99

& & DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TARE, TEAR, TEAR/S, TIER 9 9D
VWWW_ WORDPANDIT .COM




By shining your light
on the road ahead
you are helping others

see their way, too.
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