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Subjects to take for Your

Senior Cycle Leaving Cert

SUBJECT CHOICE

Fifth Year



Factors

Subject Choice

Start where the 
student is at – 

Junior Cert subjects

Zone into the 
student’s strengths 

and interests.
Subjects enjoy/good

at JC

Possible Course choice
Entry requirements



Subject Choices

Every student studies the core subjects of:

 English

 Irish

 Maths

 + Additional Subjects ( 4 )



List of subjects

◼ Home Economics   PE

◼ Music    Art

◼ Geography    History

◼ Biology    Physics

◼ Chemistry    Agricultural Science

◼ Business    Economics

◼ Accounting   LCVP (Extra Subject)

◼ Technology   Woodwork

◼ Engineering   DCG

◼ French    German



LCVP Vocational Subject Groupings

◼ At least five Leaving Certificate subjects, one of which must be Irish and a 

Foreign Language plus the Link Modules: You must ALSO be studying one of 

the following combinations to do LCVP

1. Construction Studies; Engineering; Design and Communication Graphics; Technology  - Any Two

2. Physics and Construction Studies or Engineering or Technology or Design & Communication Graphics

3. Agricultural Science and Construction Studies or Engineering or Technology or Design & Communication 

Graphics

4. Agricultural Science and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/Chemistry

5. Home Economics; Agricultural Science; Biology - Any Two

6. Home Economics and Art - Design Option or Craft Option

7. Accounting; Business; Economics - Any two

8. Physics and Chemistry

9. Biology and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/Chemistry

10. Biology and Agricultural Science

11. Art - Design Option or Craft Option and Design & Communication Graphics



12. Engineering or Technology or Construction Studies or Design & 

Communication Graphics and Accounting or Business or Economics

13. Home Economics and Accounting or Business or Economics

14. Agricultural Science and Accounting or Business or Economics

15. Art Design or Craftwork Option and Accounting or Business or Economics

16. Music and Accounting or Business or Economics



Factors to consider when deciding a 

subject at LC

◼ Strength of Interest in a subject at JC

◼ College Requirements for matriculation

 NUI (UCC/NUIG/UCD/NUIM/RCSI/Shannon) requires a modern Lang

2Hons + 4 Pass

◼ Course Requirements for matriculation

Example: Chemistry for Pharmacy/Dentistry/Medicine/Veterinary

                 Irish @ H4 for Primary Teaching

                 Biology for Genetics at UCC

Students must meet BOTH ‘Entry Requirements’ before ‘points’ are 

considered.



Minimum Entry / College Requirements 

of sample of CAO Colleges

Institution Minimum grades Required subjects

NUI Colleges: UCD, NUIM, 

NUIG, UCC. (RCSI, Shannon)

2H5 + 4O6/H7 4O6/H7 in English, Maths, 

Irish & Modern Lang*.

Trinity College Dublin 3H5 + 3O6/H7 4O6/H7 in Maths, English & 

another Language

Dublin City University 2H5 + 4O6/H7 4O6/H7 in Maths, English & 

Irish or another Lang.

University of Limerick 2H5 + 4O6/H7 4O6/H7 in Maths, English & 

Irish or another Lang.

Institutes of Technology 2H5 + 4O6/H7

5O6/H7 (cert/ord deg)

4O6/H7 in Maths,

English or Irish

(Name change)          

Technical University

2H5 + 4O6/H7

5O6/H7 (cert/ord deg)

4O6/H7 in Maths,

English or Irish



Leaving Certificate Programme

◼ Leaving Certificate is a 2 year programme.

◼ Usually a maximum of 7 subjects are taken for the Leaving 
Certificate.
 An extra (8th) subject? – need to think very carefully about 

this as each LC subject is extensive and requires a lot of 
work. Big jump in standard from J.C.

 Other subjects could suffer if workload is too great.

 For points purposes best 6 subjects are counted.

◼ Almost all subjects are of equal importance.

 Extra points (25) awarded in all universities and ITs for 
honours Mathematics since 2012.

 Note: Only for H6 to H1



National Framework of Qualifications 

 10 Levels



◼ Different 
General Entry 
Requirements 
for each level

◼ There is a route 
for everyone

Ladder Approach



POINTS ALLOCATION

Grade (Higher / Ord) % Marks Higher level Ord Lev

H1 / O1  90-100 100  56

  H2 / O2  80<90 88  46
H3 / O3  70<80 77  37
H4 / O4  60<70 66  28
H5 / O5  50<60 56  20
H6 / O6  40<50 46  12
H7 / O7  30<40 37  0
H8 / O8   0<30 0  0

25 Extra Points  For H6 Or Greater In Higher Level Maths 



Language requirement

◼ Along with the core subjects a third Language is highly 
recommended.

◼ A third language is required for study in University College 
Dublin, University College Cork, NUI Galway, NUI 
Maynooth, RCSI, and Shannon College of Hotel 
Management (Unless you are exempt)

◼ Exception : A third language is not required for entry to 
Science, Engineering or Nursing. 



Third language

There is no third language requirement

For entry to:

◼ Trinity College Dublin

◼ University of Limerick

◼ Dublin City University

◼ All the Institutes of technology

◼ All the Technical Universities e.g. MTU / TUS



Points System

◼ Points from previous years can only be used as 
indicators.

◼ They are not set at a particular standard(depends 
on many factors) – supply and demand

◼ More Generic type courses being offered in 
colleges

◼ We have seen great variation in some courses in 
the past few years and this is likely to continue.



Order of Preference

◼ Students study four optional subjects along with 

the three core subjects (English/Irish/Maths)

◼ Students need to indicate numbers 1,2,3,4,5,6 in 

order of preference for the optional subjects

◼ Every effort will be made to accommodate the 

student but final options will depend on overall 

demand



Factors

Subject Choice

Start where the 
student is at – 

Junior Cert subjects

Zone into the 
student’s strengths 

and interests.
Subjects enjoy/good

at JC

Course choice
Entry requirements



General Advice

If a student is not really sure what 
s/he wants to do in the future:

Pick a broad range of subjects in 
order to keep options open

Many students will change their 
minds about their future a number 

of times in the next 2 years

◼ E.g. 

 (?) one language 

 one science 

 one business

 one humanities / 
applied science.

◼ This combination would 
allow access into a broad 
range of courses/careers.

◼ Focus on your 
STRENGTHS



Choosing a Subject

A wise choice of 
subjects requires:

RESEARCH

DISCUSSION

REFLECTION

DECISION

Subject Teachers, 

Guidance Classes, TY 

Programe

L.C. Books, Publications, 

Other Students.websites

Guidance Counsellor, 

Current Teachers

Family, Friends

Consider all the 

information, views and 

opinions

Then, ultimately each 

student must make up 

their own mind.



Websites

◼ JTBCS  Information  Senior Cycle 

Options: https://johnthebaptistcs.ie/senior-cycle-options/

  (Under Information - Parent/Guardian Information)

◼ www.education.ie – syllabi (what you will be studying) for 

courses

◼ www.skoool.ie / www.scoilnet.ie – covers most school subjects

◼ www.careersportal.ie / www.qualifax.ie - (national courses 

database, full information on courses, links to all college 

websites, subject choice, links to educational websites)

◼ www.careersnews.ie

◼ www.cao.ie

◼ College websites

http://www.education.ie/
https://johnthebaptistcs.ie/senior-cycle-options/
http://www.skoool.ie/
http://www.scoilnet.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.careersnews.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/


WEBSITES / DEMO

(A) WWW.CAREERSPORTAL.IE

◼  (i) For college entry requirements

https://careersportal.ie/courses/simple_search.php

◼  (ii) Individual LC subject information

https://careersportal.ie/school/subject_explorer.php

 (B) WWW.QUALIFAX.IE

◼ (i) Subject requirement for courses

https://www.qualifax.ie/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=131&Itemid=213

    (C.) JOHN THE BAPTIST COMMUNITY SCHOOL WEB SITE

       Guidance

https://johnthebaptistcs.ie/

◼ (i) For detailed information about various jobs – Guidance – Jobs AtoZ

https://careersportal.ie/courses/simple_search.php
https://careersportal.ie/school/subject_explorer.php
https://www.qualifax.ie/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=131&Itemid=213
https://johnthebaptistcs.ie/


List of subjects

◼ Home Economics   PE

◼ Music    Art

◼ Geography    History

◼ Biology    Physics

◼ Chemistry    Agricultural Science

◼ Business    Economics

◼ Accounting   LCVP (Extra Subject)

◼ Technology   Woodwork

◼ Engineering   DCG

◼ French    German



LCA
Leaving 

Cert 
Applied



What is LCA?
• Alternative to traditional Leaving Cert

• It is a 2 year Leaving Certificate programme

• It is a practical Leaving Certificate programme which places particular 
emphases on preparation for the world of work and life-long learning.

• Work Experience is a significant component of the programme and 
students get to sample a range of jobs and get first hand experience of the 
world of work



Different Learning Experiences

➢Less of an emphasis on learning off material & a final exam

➢Learning experiences are active and practical where students 
apply  their knowledge, skills and experience to real life situations 
in  school, in the workplace and in the wider community.

➢The programme provides a wealth of opportunities which enhance the 
self-esteem and confidence of students.



Assessment
▪ Coursework is assessed Four times throughout the 2 years – January & May

▪ Assessment methods include written, oral, interviews & practical components

▪ Students are awarded Credits for their work.

▪ Four times throughout the two years students will get a statement of their results 
from the State Examinations Commission which provides students with feedback 
on their success & achievement

▪ Students will be awarded a Distinction, Merit or Pass

▪ 90% attendance is a requirement for all subjects.



Subjects

❖Maths Applications

❖English & Communication

❖Social Education

❖Agriculture/Horticulture

❖Vocational Preparation & Guidance

❖Art Education

❖ICT- Information & communication 
technology

❖ Hotel & Catering

❖ Leisure & Recreation

❖ Religion

❖ Irish – 1 year       German – 1 year

❖ Personal Reflection - 10 hours over 6 weeks

❖ Carpentry, Gym, Barbering, Beautician, 
Karate, Brick laying, Mechanics, First Aid, 
hairdressing, Fitness Course, Clay Pigeon 
Shooting



Who should consider LCA?

✓Find exam system challenging

✓Practical leaving cert

✓Work experience

✓Good record of behaviour in 3rd year 

✓There may be an interview 



Advantages – as seen by LCA2   

➢Complete part of the 
Leaving Cert  in January 
& May each year

➢No emphasis on a final 
exam

➢Less stress

➢ Work completed in class 

➢Very little homework

➢Small class size

➢Individual attention 

➢Different relationship 
between teacher & 
students 

➢More mature & treated as 
adults

➢Four weeks work 
experience in year 1 

➢Year 2 work experience 
every Friday

 

➢Class trips

➢Closer to class

➢Equal attention

➢Proper life skills

➢Taste of real world



What will LCA lead to?
• Further education and training 

• LCA is accepted for a wide range of Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) courses 
at QQI level 5.

•  It also provides access to most apprenticeships and other vocational training 
awards.

• Graduates of LCA do not have direct access to Higher Education through the 
Central Applications Office (CAO).

• However, achieving an appropriate further education award e.g. QQI level 5 
may provide access for those who wish to apply to courses in Third Level 
Colleges (i.e. Limerick Institute of Technology / University of Limerick).  



PROGRESSION 
ROUTES





Final words to the students

LCA showed me 
what it’s like to be 
out in the working 
world & that is a 
massive bonus – 
Sophie

I enjoyed the different 
subjects we do in LCA - 
Nathan

I like doing 
different 
activities & 
going on trips 
– Jason

One thing I like about LCA is the 
work experience. I like this 
because I have the chance to do 
different types of work so I see 
what I want to do when I leave 
school – Jack M

What I love about LCA 
is that the curriculum is 
different to other 
years. I think what I will 
miss next year is the 
laughs & the giggles we 
had as a class all year – 
Olivia

Its completely different to 
Junior Cert learning, you’re so 
close to your class & get on 
with your teachers – Caithlin

My favourite 
thing about 
LCA is that 
there is no 
homework – 
Jack L





THE TRANSITION YEAR 
PROGRAMME

AN OVERVIEW



TRANSITION YEAR
Transition Year is a one year school based 
programme between Junior and Senior 
Cycle . It is designed to act as a bridge 

between the two by facilitating the smooth 
transition from the more dependant 

learning of the Junior Cycle to the more 
independent  self-directed learning required 

for the Senior Cycle 





AIMS

Education for 
MATURITY with 

emphasis on social 
awareness & 

increased social 
competence

Promotion of 
general, 

technical and 
academic 

SKILLS with an 
emphasis on 

interdisciplinary 
and self-directed 

learning 

Education 
through 

experience of 
ADULT & 

WORKING LIFE 
as a basis for 

personal 
development & 

maturity 



BENEFITS

• Enable students to take a greater responsibility 
for their own learning and decision making.

• Enable students to develop basic competencies 
in key areas according to their individual needs.

• Help students to develop a range of 
transferable critical thinking and creative 
problem solving skills.

• Prepare students for the world of work.

• Development of self-confidence



TY IS SCHOOL BASED

• STUDENT FOCUSED
• TEACHERS’ EXPERTISE IS USED
• INDIVIDUAL SYLLABII WRITTEN
• VARIED TEACHING & LEARNING
• VARIED ASSESSMENT
• SCHOOL-BASED CERTIFICATION
• DEPARTMENT SUPPORT/ 

CERTIFICATION
• INSPECTORATE MONITOR



PEELING THE LAYERS OF A 
TY PROGRAMME

• 1. CALENDAR LAYER

• 2.TRANSITION SPECIFIC LAYER

• 3. SUBJECT SAMPLING LAYER

• 4. ‘CORE’ SUBJECT LAYER



ASSESSMENT

‘Assessment should be an integral part of the 
learning process in Transition Year  not separate 

from it’ (D.E.S.Guidelines)
• Portfolio assessment
• Oral /Aural assessment
• Project work
• Self-assessment
• Peer-assessment
• Written /Practical Class test
• Skills assessment.



Assessment



The Importance of Reflection

• To really gain an understanding of events 
and truly learn from them, reflection is key. 



The Reflective Diary
A personal diary charting a student's personal journey through 
the year. Remember the journal is a reflection of their efforts 
and personal development throughout the year. Therefore, 
they must think carefully about what they include and omit.

However, there are some requirements...

• One full page reflection on week’s activities

• One entry on a specific activity from that week (paragraph on a chosen 
activity from the week – when, where, reaction to it etc.)

• Cover

• Reports on certain activities such as guest speakers, trips etc.

• All through the year, you will be given specific tasks, normally on some 
aspect of reflection or decoration to work on



EVALUATION
ENCOURAGED AS A REGULAR FEATURE

External – 

• INSPECTORATE / Dept. of Ed.& Science

Internal –

• SCHOOL – WHOLE STAFF

• INDIVIDUAL SUBJECT TEACHER

• STUDENTS 

• PARENTS 

• WORK PROVIDERS



The Programme





Trips



Lots of Activities





Some considerations

• Attitude

• Time

• Cost

• Extra-curricular activities

• Self-directed learning

• Behaviour



Entry into Transition Year

Very popular

Limited number of places

Out of 100 marks:

• Contribution to School Life  25 marks

• Work Ethic     25 marks

• Behaviour     25 marks

• Interview     25 marks



Form will be posted on the Third Year & 

Transition Year Hubs 

Please return by the 15th of December



For more information…

See the dedicated page on our website: 
https://johnthebaptistcs.ie/senior-cycle-options/
(Under Information - Parent/Guardian Information)

Talk to teachers

Our Guidance team:

• Mr. V. Howard 

• Ms. L. O’Sullivan

• Mr. S. Healy

https://johnthebaptistcs.ie/senior-cycle-options/
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